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NOVEMBER 13, 2022
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

HYMN OF THE WEEK
Drawn to the Light

We are witnesses of God’s faithfulness.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Luke 21:5-19

Suffering for Jesus’ sake

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Malachi 4:1-2a
2 Thess. 3:6-13
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 33:1-9
Hebrews 3:1-6
Psalm 98
Luke 23:33-43

The great day of the Lord
Warning against idleness
Gentiles hear the good news
The greatness of God
Jesus is greater than Moses
Make a joyful noise
Christ the crucified king

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His
right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. Psalm 98:1 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Come Lord Jesus; come Holy Spirit, give us courage to bear witness to your love and faithfulness
with songs of joy during the good times and the bad times. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food, a sign of your faithfulness that gives us strength to endure
all things through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 What are some scary or troubled times you have experienced?
 When bad things happen, who do you turn to? What do you do?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Luke 21:5-19.
Luke’s Gospel is written after Roman soldiers demolished the Jerusalem temple in 70 A.D.
Jesus’ followers were not to pin their hopes on the glory of the temple or on anything in life
that seems to promise security and stability. Jesus warns that there will not be an end to daily
struggles. There will continue to be wars, earthquakes, plagues and famines. Jesus could have
added hurricanes, floods, droughts, and more examples of instability. Truth itself has always
been under assault, making life even more unstable. In the meantime, what do we do? We
announce the truth of Jesus and God’s promises that will not be conquered. We live as
witnesses to the truth of God’s final conquest in Christ and faithfully endure life-threatening
occasions. Troubled times—whether in the first or twenty-first century—are an opportunity to
speak the truth of God’s love and faithfulness in Christ.
Discuss: In what ways have you experienced God’s love and faithfulness in difficult times?
Pray: Almighty God, as we experience scary times, give us faith to trust in your promise of
victory over sin and death and the confidence to speak the truth in love through Christ.
Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you encourage those who experience difficulties in daily life?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Psalm 98 calls on all the earth to make a joyful noise. This week take a walk outside and look at
God’s creation around you. When you return home, draw a picture or write a list of things you
saw. Then make up your own tune to use as you sing these words: O sing to the Lord a new
song, for he has done marvelous things (v. 1a).

A Blessing to Give:
May God give you peace during the good times and the bad times.
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

