8th Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Service - 11am
July 31, 2022
Welcome!

Welcome to worship! We are thankful that you have chosen to either worship in person or online with us
today. At St. John’s, we are grateful for both God’s word and the gift of Holy Communion. As you use this
bulletin to guide you through our worship time together, we hope that you will feel the presence of the
Holy Spirit through prayer, scripture, communion and music. If you are worshiping in person, a facemask
is strongly recommended. Please note that the congregation is encouraged to speak using the parts that
are in bold print.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
415 South Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864.583.8167
www.stjohns-spartanburg.org

Welcome To Our Guests!
We are grateful that you decided to worship with us today. If you have no church-home in the
area, we invite you to become a part of our congregation family.
*Handicapped accessible restrooms are located in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall.
*The nursery, available from 9:30am-12:30pm, is on the lower level (infant-3 yrs. old).
*A fellowship time is offered in the Fellowship Hall following worship. Please join us!
*Sunday School Classes meet at 10am and are located on the lower level and in the Parish Life
Center. "Busy Bags" are available in the narthex to keep your elementary age child “busy”
during worship with Christ-centered activities. Please return them to the basket after worship.

ABOUT THE RED BOOKS . . . at the end of each pew you will find a Red
Attendance Book with new forms. Please print clearly your name, other
pertinent information, and if you are participating in communion, then pass the
book to the person next to you. Thank you!

Those Privileged To Serve
Presiding Minister: Pastor Bruce Booher
Organist: Frankie Deal
Reader: Brent Lybrand
Altar Guild: Brigita Balaram & Brenda Shields
Acolyte: Christopher Depra
Audio Visual: Ralph Wessinger, Matt Brock & Mark Deal
Council Assistant(s)/Greeter(s): William Schriver & David Holt
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+ Engaging God In Our Gathering +
We are called by our baptism with Christ and forgiven by God’s grace.
Welcome
Prelude

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”
Kathryn Lee, flutist

by Stuart Townend
arr. Mark Albrecht

Please rise.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Please kneel or sit as you are able.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us
again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please rise and share signs of peace with one another. Please remain standing for the
opening hymn.
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Gathering Song

Glories of Your Name are Spoken
Hymn Tune: Austria

(Green Hymnal #358)
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Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

This Is The Feast

Page 6

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to
love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is
precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated.

+ Engaging God In The Word +
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Children’s Sermon
We will now intone the Psalm responsively.

Psalm 49:1-12
1

Hear this, | all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
2
you of high de- | gree and low,
rich and | poor together.
3
My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
4
I will incline my ear | to a proverb
and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp.

Pastor Bruce Booher
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Why should I be afraid in | evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
6
the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?
7
One can never re- | deem another,
or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
8
for the ransom of a life | is so great
that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
9
in order to live forev- | er and ever
and never | see the grave.
10
For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
11
Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation
to | generation,
though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.
12
Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish.

The First Reading: Colossians 3:1-11
1

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
5
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming
on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that
you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its
creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please rise.
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The Holy Gospel: Mark 4:1-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him
that he got into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea
on the land. 2He began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said
to them: 3Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell on the
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not
have much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6And when the
sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 8Other seed
fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirty
and sixty and a hundredfold." 9And he said, "Let anyone with ears to hear listen!"
10
When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve asked him
about the parables. 11And he said to them, "To you has been given the secret of the
kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes in parables; 12in order that
'they may indeed look, but not perceive,
and may indeed listen, but not understand;
so that they may not turn again and be forgiven.'"
13
And he said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? Then how will you
understand all the parables? 14The sower sows the word. 15These are the ones on the path
where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the
word that is sown in them. 16And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they
hear the word, they immediately receive it with joy. 17But they have no root, and endure
only for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. 18And others are those sown among the thorns: these are the
ones who hear the word, 19but the cares of the world, and the lure of wealth, and the
desire for other things come in and choke the word, and it yields nothing. 20And these are
the ones sown on the good soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and
sixty and a hundredfold."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon
Anthem
Please rise.

Pastor Bruce Booher

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”
Kathryn Lee, soloist

by Stuart Townend

Page 9

Apostles' Creed

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Prayers
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
Amen.
Please kneel or sit as you are able.
Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
Please be seated.

Announcements
An Offering Box is placed at the entrances to the Sanctuary.
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Please rise.

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
The wine has been poured, the bread has been broken. All are welcome to God’s table.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

Distribution of Communion
All baptized believers who are repentant of their sins and communing members of any
Christian church are welcome at the Lord’s table. For those of you worshiping online,
please follow your Communion practices. For those present, we offer two options. The first
is using the Communion Kits. If you would like to use the Communion Kits, the Pastor will
say the words of distribution during the Words of Institution. If you choose to come to the
altar, after the Lord’s Prayer, all will be invited forward. Please move down the center
aisle (remaining on the side you are seated on) to wait for a place on the altar rail, kneeling
in the first available space on your side of the rail. After a time of prayer, you may return to
your seat via the side aisle. For those who are unable to come forward but would like to
receive Holy Communion, please let the ushers know and you will be served once
everyone has come forward.
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Lamb of God
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Communion Hymn:

O Living Bread From Heaven
Hymn Tune: Aurelia

(Green Hymnal #197)
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Communion Hymn: Give to Our God Immortal Praise! (Green Hymnal #520)
Hymn Tune: Duke Street
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Communion Hymn:

Be Thou My Vision
Hymn Tune: Slane

(Blue Hymnal #776)
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Please rise.

Post Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Post Communion Canticle

Post Communion Prayer
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to
know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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Hymn:

God of Grace and God of Glory
Hymn Tune: CWM Rhondda

(Green Hymnal #415)
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Blessing
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life this day and always.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

arr. Michael Burkhardt

Our Mission…
Called through our baptism in Christ and forgiven by God’s grace,
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit and sent to minister
with love to the world.

Our Vision:...
We are called and forgiven to love and serve.

WORSHIP NOTES

