The 5th Sunday after Pentecost
Online-Traditional Service– 11am
July 5, 2020
Welcome!

Our Mission…
As people of God, called by our baptism in Christ, forgiven by God’s grace, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and sent to minister with love to the world, we, the
members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, commit ourselves with the help of God:
•

to worship through the Word and Sacraments,

•

to share the Good News of Christ

•

to respond to the needs of others, and,

•

to serve all creation with our God-given gifts.

Those Privileged To Serve
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Preacher: Pastor Erin Morris
Liturgist: Pastor Mike Shackelford
Musicians: Frankie Wolfe Deal & Martin Aigner
Digital Sacristan: Ben Bernstein
+

Order Of Worship +

Welcome to the online worship of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Spartanburg, SC. We are
glad that you are joining us from wherever you are and whenever it is. Please follow the
guide below for worship. The Congregation’s parts are printed in Bold.

Welcome and Announcements
PRELUDE

A Season Of Hope

Kevin Keil

Call To Confession

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The Peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
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Hymn

Let The Whole Creation Cry

(Green Hymnal) #242

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Kyrie
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us Pray…
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts
are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you,
and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

+ Engaging God In The Word +
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Reading: Roman 7:15-25a
15

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I
that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that
is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but
the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it,
but sin that dwells within me.
21
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with
the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God
We will now intone the Psalm responsively.

8

The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
9
Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
10
All your works shall praise | you, O Lord,
and your faithful | ones shall bless you.
11
They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom
and speak | of your power,
12
that all people may know | of your power
and the glorious splendor | of your kingdom.
13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures through- | out all ages.
You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in | all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”
25

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my
Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Message

Ben Bernstein

Sermon:

Pastor Erin Morris

Apostles' Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen
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Prayers
We are called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world.
Responding to each petition with the words “hear our prayer”
Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your
eternal care, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever.
Amen

Stewardship Moment
Thanksgiving For Holy Communion (In Time Of Fasting From The Meal)
We have been made one as the body of Christ through the waters of baptism. In our journey of faith & life, we
have been fed with Christ’s own body and blood. Even though we fast from the Lord’s Supper on this day, we
give thanks for the gift of Holy Communion, as we look forward to the joy of that day when we will again be
gathered and fed at your table.

Pastor:

Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise for the gift of Holy Communion
and for the blessing it brings to your people. Even though we abstain from your
meal this day for reasons you understand, we sense the power of your forgiveness
and grace offered to us and the world through your Son. Awaiting that day when
we may fully share in his meal, we still remember, and cherish in our hearts, the
words uplifting this great and glorious gift which Jesus gave us:

People:

In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of Me.” Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of Me.”

We pause in silent prayer and reflection, giving thanks to God for all the times we have been fed with our
Lord’s body & blood throughout the journey of faith.

Pastoral Prayer
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Hymn:

I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say

Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
Thanks Be To God!
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Thought On Our Stewardship During This Unique Time...
As we end our time together knowing Christ cannot be
contained, you might wonder what you can do to serve
the lord when you are confined or struggling in your
own worlds. Please consider giving your regular tithes
and offerings..
When you give your tithe and offerings, we are able to
do the ministry that God is calling us into. Things,
such as these online worship services, reaching
out to our community, paying the electric bill, as well
as helping our neighbors. On our website you
should see our mailing address and ways to give online.
We also encourage, for those who are healthy, to give
the gift of life to others through blood donations. Many
corporate blood drives have been canceled, but the need
is still important. People are having surgeries, getting in
accidents and needing lifesaving blood, plasma and
platelets. Please make an appointment and give.
There are many other ways to serve the Lord through
checking on your neighbors , calling those who might be
lonely and prayer. We worship a living God who is not
able to be contained or confined and neither can our
love and service.

