The 2nd Sunday Of Easter
Traditional Service - 11am
April 24, 2022
Welcome!

Welcome to worship! We are thankful that you have chosen to either worship in person or online with us
today. At St. John’s, we are grateful for both God’s word and the gift of Holy Communion. As you use this
bulletin to guide you through our worship time together, we hope that you will feel the presence of the
Holy Spirit through prayer, scripture, communion and music. If you are worshiping in person, a facemask
is strongly recommended. Please note that the congregation is encouraged to speak using the parts that
are in bold print.
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St. John's Lutheran Church
415 South Pine Street
Spartanburg, SC 29302

864.583.8167
www.stjohns-spartanburg.org

Welcome To Our Guests!
We are grateful that you decided to worship with us today. If you have no church-home in the
area, we invite you to become a part of our congregation family.
*Handicapped accessible restrooms are located in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall
*The nursery, available from 9:30am-12:30pm, is on the lower level(infant-3 yrs. old).
*A fellowship time is offered in the Fellowship Hall following worship. Please join us!
*Sunday School Classes meet at 10am and are located on the lower level and in the Parish Life
Center. "Busy Bags" are available in the narthex to keep your elementary age child ‘busy’
during worship with Christ-centered activities. Please return them to the basket after worship.

ABOUT THE RED BOOKS . . . at the end of each pew you will find a Red
Attendance Book with new forms. Please print clearly your name, other
pertinent information, and if you are participating in communion, then pass the
book to the person next to you. Thank you!

Those Privileged To Serve
Preaching Minister: Pastor Bruce Booher
Reader: Judy Lybrand
Organist: Joyce Thompson
Chancel Choir Director: Martin Aigner
Altar Guild: Kitty Hagglund & Brenda Shields
Acolyte: Ashlyn Godfrey
Crucifer: Megan Merkel
Audio Visual: Ralph Wessinger, Matt Brock & Mark Deal
Council Assistant/Greeter: Ineka Pitt & Erica McCarthy
Fellowship: Erica McCarthy, Corey Carson & Ineka Pitt
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+ Engaging God In Our Gathering +
We are called by our baptism with Christ and forgiven by God’s grace.
Voluntary
Thine Is The Glory
Judas Maccabaeus

arr. Edwin T. Childs

Welcome
Prelude

Rejoice, The Lord Is King!

John Darwell
arr. Anna Laura Page

Confession And Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.
Please kneel or sit as you are able.
Loving God,
we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection but are
caught in the worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the
spirit of new life but remain discontent, grumbling and anxious. Forgive us for not
sharing in the Good News. Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to worry
and complain than to risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ. Call us
back to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation, restoration and peace.
In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen.
Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary calls out, “I have
seen the Lord!” We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift,
in every choice to restore life in this world. We are called to this new life, a life of
forgiveness and reconciliation. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven; receive
this gift of forgiveness and know that God loves you and desires great joy for your life.
Walk forward on this journey of faith, knowing your brothers and sisters are with you.
Amen.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please rise and share signs of peace with one another.
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Gathering Song

Welcome, Happy Morning!
Hymn Tune: Fortunatus

(Green Hymnal #153)
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Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

This Is The Feast
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Prayer Of The Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us Pray…
O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen
Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the
body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen..
Please be seated.

+ Engaging God In The Word +
We are empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Children’s Message
We will now intone the Psalm responsively.

Psalm 118:14-29
14

The Lord is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
15
Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!
16
The right hand of the Lord| is exalted!
The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!”

Linda Dohse

17

I shall not | die, but live,
and declare the works | of the Lord.
18
The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
19
Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord.
20
“This is the gate | of the Lord;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
21
I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation.
22
The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23
By the Lord has | this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the | Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.
25
Hosanna! | O Lord, save us!
We pray to you, Lord, pros- | per our days!
26
Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord;
we bless you from the house | of the Lord.
27
The Lord is God and has giv- | en us light.
Form a procession with branches up to the corners | of the altar.
28
You are my God, and | I will thank you;
you are my God, and I | will exalt you.
29
Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good;
God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
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Revelation 1:4-8
4

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from
the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please rise.

The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th Chapter.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
26

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him,
“My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in
his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Sermon
Choir Anthem
Please rise.

Pastor Bruce Booher
The Lord Is Risen Indeed!

William Billings
arr. Hal H. Hopson
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Apostles' Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
Please kneel or sit as you are able.

Lord in your mercy,
hear our Prayer.
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake
of Jesus Christ.
Please be seated.

Announcements
An Offering Box is placed at the entrances to the Sanctuary.
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Please rise.

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
The wine has been poured, the bread has been broken. All are welcome to God’s table.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.

Distribution of Communion
All baptized believers who are repentant of their sins and communing members of any
Christian church are welcome at the Lord’s table. For those of you worshiping online,
please follow your Communion practices. For those present, we offer two options. The
first is using the Communion Kits. If you would like to use the Communion Kits, the
Pastor will say the words of distribution during the Words of Institution. If you choose
to come to the altar, after the Lord’s Prayer, all will be invited forward. Please move
down the center aisle (remaining on the side you are seated on) to wait for a place on
the altar rail, kneeling in the first available space on your side of the rail. After a time
of prayer, you may return to your seat via the side aisle. For those who are unable to
come forward but would like to receive Holy Communion, please let the ushers know
and you will be served after everyone else has come forward.
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Lamb Of God
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Communion Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness
Hymn Tune: Schmucke Dich
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Communion Hymn:

I Know That My Redeemer Lives!
Hymn Tune: Duke Street

(Green Hymnal #352)
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Post Communion Blessing And Prayer
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray...
Holy, gracious, God,
Here at this table your promise of life is made tangible.
We have rested in the depth of your love;
We have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence;
We accept you into our bodies, into our lives.
Together, at this table, you have offered us life.
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer.
And we give you thanks.
Amen.

Post Communion Canticle
Thank The Lord And Sing His Praise

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
Lifegiving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
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Hymn

The Strife Is O’er
Hymn Tune: Victory
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Blessing
May the blessing of God the Creator be upon this place,
The blessing of Christ our Redeemer be upon us,
The blessing of the Spirit, hallowed and healing, be on our lives,
The blessing of the Triune God be on all
who seek an encounter with the loving and divine.

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright

Puer Nobis
arr, Edwin T. Childs

