S Johnds Lut heran Chur cdf over$50anenbeisvohedin numesonsgprogranant mirostries Opportunities
for service and fellowship extend through all age groups and far into the commideitybers may worship in three very giént, weH
loved Sunday worship services. Have you ever wondhenggve gotstarted, and what brought us to this point?

A BriefHistoryof St . Johndés Lut her an
415 South Pine StreetSpartanburg, SC 2932
(864)5838167
www.st.johns-sptbg.org

Engaging God in Our Dalily Life
Our Mission Statement: As people of God, called by our baptis
by the Holy Spirit, and sent to minister with | o
commit ourselves with the help of God:
to worship through the Word and Sacraments
to share the Good News of Christ
to respond to the needs of others, and
to serve all creation with our Gagiven gifts.



Dr. S. T. Hallman

Our congregation was founded on September 282 1% Dr. S. T. Hallman, D.D., the highly respected theologian, who, after a long al
distinguished career, was sent as a missionary to the Upstate where he founded the first tweemdflish Lutheran churches in the area
(ours andmmanue] Greenwoodl He remained our pastor until 1927. We had seventeen charter members.

Due to a significant gift from the Womanos Wbinsasni dosn aMeymoS i cail
Church. Our first sanctuary, located at 133 8oConverse Street, was built in 1907 and was a work of faith, sinamttygegation did



not go into debt and owed no money when the construction was complete. That year, we hosted the Synod Conventiorfacibiy: new
By 1922, the baptized membernghuf the churctwas 135, and by 1926 it was entirely salstaining and no longer considered a mission.

After Dr. Hal |l manés death in 19 2-7931) then the Rell. Day B. Welisg193888ywho helped B |
us through the epression. Pastor Charles J. Sh€d§331953) followed. When he arrivedthere were200 baptized members. The
p a s taonualsalary was $500, withatotal congregationabudgetof $3,218.

Rev. E. Bryan Keisler Rev. Dr. Charles J. Sheal

I n the 19300 «needie haveear autgeach pregchm for the Army personnel at Camp Croft Troop Replacement Cente
Lutheran recreational center for soldiers was established in the church basement. Members volunteered to work thecesaididrssn
theirhomesatr Sunday worship services. Sol diers felt that they
John and Francis Kline, gave the first gift to the Building Fund for a new church when they learned we had outgrownalsparégand
planned to relocate.

L

Lutheran Service Centel

On March 18, 1948he name of the congregatiovas officially changedt&® ai nt Johnoés L Althdughtha war delayed c
construction, a new building at our present location, 415 South Pine Street, was compl&ié€. inThe building was constructed for
$112,000 and included a sanctuary, classrooms, a fellowship hall downstairs and officeBwitigen, we had grown to 337 confirmed
members.
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Rev. Herman G. Fisher (1958963) was our next pastprand churchgrowth in membership and ministries continued. Two daughtel
congregations, Nativity (forerunner of Springs of Grace) and Holy Communion were founded by then, each with a nucleustitochpu
making$.Johnds the mother of dunit herani sm in Spartanburg C

The Rev. Everette L. Lineberger (196990)followed, and during those years our growth agaieated the neetd expand. A building
program completed in 1972doubled our available spae®@d changed the front of our chbrby adding a narthex with inside stairg/e

incurred a financiabbligation of $415,000, the largest debt of any Lutheran Church in our sghdlat time Yet by 1989, the entire
mortgage was paid off.
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~__and Sanctuary, 1972

Our growth also led to increased staffifigst with interns(David Lohr, James Lyerly, Richard Smyth, Robert Wiley, and Bryar), Fosn
associate pastors (Charles E. Fritz, Steven F. Marko, and Marion Clark) as well as Youth M@istsrSigmorandRick Frederick. We
increased our weeklyworship services to an 8:30 service in addition to the 11:00 service each Suffiay.his retirement, Pastor
Lineberger was named our Pastor Emeritus.

In 1988, Pastor Marion W. Clark was called as senior pastor, and he served until 2002 alceyevith Associate Pastors (Stanley E.
Whitten, Jeffrey M. Erbskorn, and Glenn A. Etigardt) and an Associate in Ministriegi Roberts A Wednesday midlay service was
developed, including Bible Study and a meal. The Columbarium and Memorial Gardenwke di c at e d . A Par i s
Program were developed as well as a day care, and we found our ministries once again exceeding our available space.




After a very deliberate study to determine our needs, we initially broke ground @8@tanniversary in 2002, and in 2004 our Parish Life
Center was completed.

Pastor Rammy Lybrand was called in 2004 and served until 2008. We again called interns and were blessed by the mimiggy of
ShumateShultz, James Houck, and Eridtlé as they served as part of their trainiagd we also hiredfouth Minister Katrina Bue

Rev.R. E. Lybrand, Jr.



