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St. John’s Family,
As I look around at what has been happening in our country these past few months, the
question of freedom keeps coming around. From Covid-19 to laws regarding our police, the
conversations have been circling around who has authority and who can tell us what to do. We
are American’s and this country was built on freedom.
In June of 1776, a group of men came together to craft a document that would serve to sever
the ties that existed between themselves and Great Britain. They no longer wanted to take part
in paying taxes to a government in which they had no representation. They wanted their
freedom, not to do whatever they wanted to do, but to govern themselves. To be able to form
rules and laws in which those that it affected were personally responsible for creating. Well
most of those, as this group was made up of all white men. Women and people of any other
descent that were not European would not have voice or vote on these laws. But I digress……
In July of that same year, the Declaration of Independence was created, and our independence
was born. Over 10 years later the Constitution was created. And we have been working on
understanding what it means to govern ourselves ever since. I often wonder if our founding
fathers could have ever dreamed of how complicated it would be to govern for all -as the
Declaration says, “all men are created equal…”
We are people of faith, and we look at freedom and authority in a completely different way. As
Martin Luther says in his work, Freedom of a Christian, “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of
all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” Christ, in his
death and resurrection has freed us. Freed us from being bound in sin. Freed us from eternal
death. Freed us from wondering if we are good enough or if we are worthy. In Christ, we are
free from trying to earn our way, as our works are never going to earn God’s love.
And yet, in our freedom, we are called to be a servant to others. We use our freedom to free
others. We are a servant, as Christ was a servant. He humbled himself, washed the feet of those
who worshipped him, never thought he was higher than others and went out of his way to lift up
those who were low and to be the voice of the voiceless.
We are free to surrender our freedom for service, not to do whatever we want or whatever is
best for us. As we celebrate our independence this year, let us also lift up our dependence on
God and a call to set others free.
-Pastor Erin Morris-
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Covid-19 Task Force Update

Covid-19 Questions, Discussions and Prayer
Wednesday July 1, 6:00 pm Zoom
Join Dr. Chris McCarthy and Chair of the Covid-19 Task Force Chad Dingman and
our Pastors for a time of conversation regarding Covid-19, how it is affecting plans at
St. John's and ending our time lifting up our fears, cares and concerns to God. Chris
will have a brief presentation around what Covid-19 is, how it is transmitted and what
the future holds. Chad will share how planning is going at St. John's and how it
affects planning. There will be a time for questions, and we will end in prayer
together.
This will be done via Zoom. If you do not have internet access, a camera on your
computer, or don't feel comfortable on zoom, we have the option for you to call in
from your phone to be able to listen. Pastor Erin will be hosting a “new to zoom/
check your connection” starting at 5:30.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89220748397
Or Call in using one of these numbers:
312.626.6799, 929.205.6099
Meeting ID: 892 2074 8397

TO SHARE the Good News Of Christ
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Youth Ministries
Getting to Know Each Other
We are one body of Christ called to care for one another. During these
times of isolation and change, we need to pull together as
family. We know that people are more likely to grow and maintain
their faith when they are connected to multiple generations. During the
month of July, each youth will be receiving a phone call from someone
on the Youth Committee to connect, pray and build relationships.

Middle School Small Groups
Sunday July 12 and 19, 1-2 p.m. Location- TBA
We will gather together in couple of small
groups, outside if weather is permitting to catch
up, play games, grow in faith. You know, the
usual. We want to keep the groups small, so
please contact Pastor Erin to let her know which
date works best for you.
High School Movie Night in the PLC
Wednesday July 8, 6-9 p.m.
“The Hate U Give”
Come for a socially distanced evening where we
will put a movie up on the big screens in the
PLC, order some dinner and then discuss our
collective thoughts. There has been a lot happening in our world and I would love to hear
your opinions on this movie and other things.
We will ask that you wear masks when we are in
discussion and if you have a chair that is more
comfortable than the ones in PLC, you might
want to bring that as well.

Young Adults

July 21, 2020 6-8 p.m. Hatcher Gardens
Bring your dinner and come together for a
time of nature and fellowship. We will meet
at Hatcher Gardens, which has picnic tables
that we can social distance, and then spend
some time in God's creation sharing all that
has been happening in these past few
months. Come and bring a friend.
Contact Pastor Erin for more details.
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Book Study

Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black
Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in
the US
By: Lenny Duncan
FORTRESS PRESS / 2019 / PAPERBACK

The death of George Floyd and the protests and riots that followed caused many people to
question what racism is, what justice is, and how do we respond as a church. One way to do
this is to engage in conversation, to learn with and from one another, and to open ourselves to
a different perspective. Pastor Erin is inviting you to read the book, Dear Church: A Love
Letter From a Black Preacher To The Whitest Denomination In The U.S. Rev. Lenny Duncan
is a pastor in the ELCA and from his deep love of our church, he asks very hard questions. It
is a challenging book, one that you will find yourself laughing with, crying with, disagreeing
with and perhaps even throwing it across the room a few times.
You will need to purchase the book on your own. It is easiest to access in digital form, but
you can also find it online in a variety of places.
(More on next page)
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Meetings- there will be 3 options for people to meet to discuss the books. We will try to keep
the in-person groups to 10-15, due to Covid-19, as well as the nature of the discussions that
this book brings. The book is divided into 3 parts and we will take time to discuss these
together in community. We will have 3 different options for groups. Sunday Evening in
person, outside weather permitting. Wednesday Mid Morning in person. Thursday Evenings
on Zoom. For all in-person experiences, there will be social distancing as well as face masks.
Section 1- Dismantling white supremacy is the way of the cross
July 12- 7:00 p.m.
In Person in the Parking Lot if weather permits. Bring your own chairs and face masks. If
weather is not ok, then we will move into the PLC.
July 15- 11:00 a.m.
In Person in the PLC, face masks and social distancing.
July 16- 7:00 p.m.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82639545753
Meeting ID: 826 3954 5753
Section 2- Grace is an ever-widening circle
July 26- 7:00 p.m.
In Person in the Parking Lot if weather permits. Bring your own chairs and face masks. If
weather is not ok, then we will move into the PLC.
July 29- 11:00 a.m.
In Person in the PLC, face masks and social distancing.
July 30- 7:00 p.m.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82639545753
Meeting ID: 826 3954 5753
Section 3- The Church can lead the way

August 9- 7:00 p.m.
In Person in the Parking Lot if weather permits. Bring your own chairs and face masks. If
weather is not ok, then we will move into the PLC.
August 12- 11:00 a.m.
In Person in the PLC, face masks and social distancing.
August 13- 7:00 p.m.
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82639545753
Meeting ID: 826 3954 5753
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TO RESPOND To The Needs Of Others

Health Ministry
“DONATING BLOOD IS SAFE”
OUR NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2020

“All healthy individuals need to donate.” The blood inventories are low because of the
Corona Virus, but if you are healthy, the Blood Connection needs you. With the safety
measures in place, know that you can donate blood with confidence on
the Blood Connection’s Bloodmobile.
America’s Blood Centers have stated that a blood drive is not considered a mass gathering or
an event. Blood drives do not fall into that category and adhere to guidelines as being a “safe
place.” The Blood Connection will screen all Donors to make sure they are Healthy and
eligible to donate. Everyone wears a face covering, staff and donors, and practice hand
sanitizing and social distancing. The Bloodmobile has been sanitized before and will continue
to be after every Donor.
Please remember to save your pint of blood for St. John’s on Sunday, August 30th. You have
to “not have given blood 56 days prior.” Please put this date on your calendar!
We will have more information in early August.
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TO SERVE All Creation With Our God-Given Gifts
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Due to your help on Tuesday June 23rd & Wednesday
June 24th, TOTAL Ministries provided food (and lots of
it) to about 150 families in the community. And, more of
the food we packaged will be distributed by TOTAL
Ministries next week.
I sincerely appreciate your time and commitment to this
project to share God's Love and Message and help the
Spartanburg Community.
I am proud to be a member of St. John's.
Best regards,
Frank Rudisill,
Outreach Ministry
Chair
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News & Notes
A Blast from the Past…… History in action.
Currently, we are living in a world that seems to be transforming
before our eyes. Yet this is not the first time our congregation has
faced the turmoil of social change successfully.
In 1970, Pastor Lineberger reflected on the social change of the Sixties and how it had changed
the church:
The Sixties were revolutionary years in many ways. There has probably
never been another decade when there were so many significant changes in areas
like science, civil rights, and morals. The Church has been affected by these
changes and will probably be affected even more during the Seventies. Some have
been very disturbed about the changes in the Church—others have been very
perturbed that changes have come so slowly….Personally, I feel that the Church
must continue to change, not just for the sake of change, but because we must be
sensitive to the changing needs of people.
More and more, the world around us is putting emphasis on being open to
the feelings of others, honest in our treatment of others, and responsive to their
physical, spiritual, and emotional needs in genuine love. We can thank the
younger generation for much of this. They have shown us the way. Most of what
they have done has been done outside the church because we have not made them
feel at home inside the Church. And yet, there is no better place on earth for love
and concern to begin than in the Christian Church, for this is what the Gospel is all
about. If the Church is to fulfill its role in the Seventies, I feel that it must be the
means of deepening personal relationships, of showing the world that WE CARE,
and of testifying to the love God has for all of us through His son, Jesus Christ.
I feel that during the past several years a warm Christian fellowship has
been growing at Saint John’s Church. Church suppers, picnics, and fellowship
periods have helped this spirit grow. But more than anything else, it has grown
because we have been more willing to accept each other for what we really are,
more tolerant of opinions which are not the same as our own, and ready to make
new members a part of every phase of the life of the congregation.
As a congregation and as individuals, we are facing a new world with the same guidance we
have always followed, the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. May we see that God is in
control and allow His influence to help each of us repent and turn to Him, personally and
corporately.
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Sharing the July Newsletter… Here are some of stories that were sent in to share, thank you

Pearson Family
I’ve been spending many hours
during the pandemic shutdown
outside and laying poolside with my
family. I love to watch as the family
plays in the water, and the games
they come up with, the laughter, the
family BBQ’s and the love that they
have for each other. I love my family
very much, it makes my heart sing. I
hope you’re family is staying safe
and healthy.
-Cathy PearsonMy Granddaughter, Son & Grandson

Nothing
like family
time!

Mom, Daughter Grand daughter

When the shutdown started
in the middle of March, we
were hopeful that we would
be back to normal by the
end of the month. Boy,
were we wrong! With Andy
and me both being teachers
and doing our best to teach
our students from home, we
both quickly realized how
much we love what we do.
Distance Learning was hard
and we missed our routines
and our students
tremendously! Lauren
really missed her friends and
her teachers, but was able to
keep in contact with them
through Zoom and the

Pitt Family

occasional FaceTime. We spent a
lot of time outside during the
beautiful spring days, playing in
the sandbox, drawing with sidewalk
chalk, and shooting hoops in the
driveway (Andy’s favorite, of
course!). Family game nights
became more frequent, as well as
daily quiet time for Lauren. We
welcomed the slower pace, even
while hoping for the days when we
would be able to see our family and
friends again. As the pandemic
continues, we are hopeful that we
will be able to worship with our St.
John’s family again very soon!
-Ineka Pitt-

Yummy for my tummy!

What creative talent!!!

Great, fun, Family time

Nothing better on a warm spring
day then running through the
sprinklers!!!

Barnes Family
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Even though Patti’s workplace was closed, she continued to travel to the office for scheduled
appointments and to try to maintain some normality. We both tried to stay positive as well as
safe during these uncertain times as she was having to still venture out.
While we have missed in-person worship with our church family, we are both thankful for the
virtual services. We have also missed seeing Lindsay and her family. Early on, we decided to
venture into the attic to begin a cleaning phase as we seem to do each year. This year, we
decide to try something different and to jump on the Zoom bandwagon. The plan was to pull
down a box from the attic each day and to host a Zoom meeting with our granddaughters to
review the surprises from the past that we had kept from their mother, Lindsay’s childhood. It
was a way to see their smiling faces and to share the memories around these objects. It was also
fun as we tried to get the girls to take ownership of some of the items. We now have a pile of
objects to load up whenever they visit again. Fun times in uncertain times.
Then there was the decision to move forward with our Memorial Day family beach vacation
after much discussion. We cooked instead of venturing out to restaurants and looked for less
crowed beaches on the waterways. As you can see, some were
able to adapt.
Patti and Monica Hill, a former member and neighbor were
chatting about how they missed seeing each other as they were
known to go on Saturday shopping trips. Monica and Patti came
up with the idea of “Gathering in the Driveway”. They reached
out to our neighbors that were within eyesight to join us on
Friday nights for a social gathering while maintaining social
distancing. We both were surprised at how much people seemed
to look forward to this Friday night get away. It seems that trying times can bring people together as we are sharing more stories and laughing with our neighbors than ever before.
I do not want to give the illusion that it is all fun and games for us
during these times of social distancing. There is work
happening during these times with cleaning, painting and
organizing.
-Robert Barnes-

We also managed to get
some plants in the ground.
Peace be with all of our
church family

Page 14

August 2020

The Visitor
Reminder Deadline for The Aug Visitor Articles Is July 20th By End Of Day.
This allows time to create, print and fold the document for the coming month. Please email to sjlcsec@gmail.com,
place the information in the Secretary's mailbox or drop it by the office. Your help will ensure the timely availability of
the newsletter to be sent out on a timely manner. Thank you for your understanding.

As a follower of Jesus Christ, stewardship is the way that we look at the world and recognize
that all we have and all that we are is a gift from God. Stewardship is an active response to
the words ‘I believe!’; or to put it another way stewardship is a part of our spirituality and a
way of life in which we seek to use all that we have to continue the mission of sharing the
good news of the God's Kingdom.

We received responses from our financial stewardship gift to local ministries. The next 4
letters show just a small part of what your contributions do to help the community. Thank
you for your continued donations as your contributions support your church, and many
Committee causes.
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Together we can succeed!
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We are continuing to order the Altar Flowers for the online services. If you
have your name on the calendar for flowers, please send or call the office with
whom want to honor, remember or celebrate. Thank you!
We still have a few dates open for honoring, in memory, congratulations to
someone special. Please check the dates below and call the office at 864-583-8167, if you want one of
the open dates. It is first call, so call quickly!
Aug 9th & 16th
Sept 27th

Oct 11th & 18th

Nov. 1st, 22nd & 29th
Dec 6th, 13th & 27th

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION:
Pastor Mike Shackelford

C - 864-612-3255

Email: mtshack@gmail.com

Pastor Erin Morris

C - 651-323-3654

Email: pastorerinmorris@gmail.com

Frankie Deal Traditional Music Director/Organist

C - 864-978-7815

Email: frankiewdeal@gmail.com

Martin Aigner, Chancel Choir Director

C - 864-415-0225

Email: martin.aigner@att.net

Chris Sigmon, Contemporary Music Leader

C- 864-706-0317

Email: chrissigmon@charter.net

Chip Hicks, Sexton

C - 864-978-0849

Email: chipmanager@bellsouth.net

Robin Weinbender, Parish Administrator

C - 480-299-2604

Email: sjlcsec@gmail.com

Deadline for Parish Announcements is every Monday by 9:00am
for the following week. This allows time to create, print and fold the document for
the coming Sunday. Please email to sjlcsec@gmail.com, place the information in the
Secretary's mailbox or drop it by the office on Monday by 9:00am. Your help will
ensure the timely availability of our announcements on Sunday mornings. Thank
you for your understanding.

PRAYER REQUESTS:
Pat Rubel
Freddie Wilson
June Miley

Chris Wright
Julie Nicholson

Jacquie Maidel
Anne Burger
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Jean Spearman
Sonny Stokes

Family and Friends of Members:
Lamar Harper, Friend of Hervie Thomas
Anne Hannah, Friend of the Bernstein family
Jason Bayer, Family friend of Les MacBay
Micajah Owens, Granddaughter of Jeff & Andrea Rousey
Jeff Harkins, Nephew-in-law of Jeff & Andrea Rousey
Heather K. Cassidy, Friend of Andrea Rousey
Hyatt Hendricks, Grand nephew of Libby Fain
Mason Fain, Grandson of Libby Fain
McKinnon Galloway, Niece of Jack & June Miley
David Forthofer, Brother -in-law of Julia Fuchs
Edith Nelson, Mother of Kathryn Lee
Michele Ploesser , Cousin of Julia Towe
Libby Rauch, Mother of Beth Cutshall
Mary Shahid, Daughter of Anne Duncan, friend of the Conn’s
Mary Ann Stein, Cousin of John Kopchik
Jada Helms, Granddaughter of John & Joanne Kopchik friends
David Hogan, Friend of Nancy Anderson
Kathy Bridges, Sister-in-law of Leigh Anne & Calvin Bridges
Raymond Garcia, Brother of Julia Fuchs
Vicki Sinclair, Neighbor of Nancy Anderson
Carol Bouvin, Mother of Cammy Jones
Becky Hill, Daughter of Jane Gantt
Chris Hindman, Former Husband of Tanya
Jane McKenzie, Sister of Doug McKenzie
Madelyn Pettis, Mother of Bob Pettis
Joanne Kerkhof, Sister of Peggy Mulligan
Luanne Whitmire, Mother of Stephanie Lageman
Matthew Galli, Son of Deborah Lineberger
Timmy Locke, Please keep William Locke and family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time,
in the loss of his brother.
Raymond Garcia, Please keep Julia Fuchs and family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time,
due to in the loss of her brother.
Joe & Gail Davis, please keep Joe Davis Jr.& family in your thoughts and prayers during this difficult time
due to the loss of his father a month ago and his mother last week.

Members and Friends confined to Home or Health Care:
Ruby Horton, Jo Tiner, Betty Walker, Joyce Chaffey, Virginia Wyse, Gloria Massey, Martha Williams,
John & Pat Blossom, Freddie Wilson and Donna Sheridan.
Members and Friends serving in the military:
Matthew Thomas, Ryan Dohse, John Newman, Daniel Linder, Jacob Fischer, Chris Brown,
Dylan McCormack, Cynthia Johnson, John Jacobson Jr., Travis Albright, Robert Kurz and Ike Weber.

