The Fourth Wednesday of Lent
March 30, 2022 at 12:15pm & 7pm

Welcome!

Welcome to worship! We are thankful that you have chosen to either worship in person or online with
us today. At St. John’s, we are grateful for both God’s word and the gift of Holy Communion. As you
use this bulletin to guide you through our worship time together, we hope that you will feel the presence of the Holy Spirit through prayer, scripture, communion and music. Please note that the congregation is encouraged to speak using the parts that are in bold print.

Please take your bulletins with you. Thank you!
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WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS!
A

I

We gather here today, as we live each day, in the strong name of God, Father + Son and
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Hymn Tune: Jesu, Meine Freude

Johann Cruger
arr. Don Wyrtzen

P
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through
the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
H
Day By Day
(Blue Hymnal # 746)
Hymn Tune: Blott En Dag
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1:18-25

18

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human
wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

H

In The Cross Of Christ I Glory
Hymn Tune: Rathbun

(Green Hymnal # 104)
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L

15:11-32

11

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he
divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he
had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute
living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up
and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 22 But the father said to his
slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and
celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.
25

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going
on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father,
‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I
might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the
father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to
life; he was lost and has been found.’”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

H

Our Father, We Have Wandered

Hymn Tune: Herzlich Tut Mich Verlangen
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me
and are so far from my cry, and from the words of my distress?
2
O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer;
by night as well, but I find no rest.
3
Yet you are the Holy One,
enthroned upon the praises of Israel.
4
Our forefathers put their trust in you;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
5
They cried out to you and were delivered;
they trusted in you and were not put to shame.
6
But as for me, I am a worm and no man,
scorned by all and despised by the people.
7
All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying,
8
“He trusted in the L
; let him deliver him;
let him rescue him, if he de lights in him.”
9
Yet you are he who took me out of the womb,
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast.
10
I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born;
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb.
11
Be not far from me, for trouble is near,
and there is none to help.
12
Many young bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me.
13
They open wide their jaws at me,
like a ravening and a roaring lion.
14
I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint;
my heart within my breast is melting wax.
15
My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
and you have laid me in the dust of the grave.
16
Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me;
they pierce my hands and my feet, I can count all my bones.
17
They stare and gloat over me;
they divide my garments among them; they cast lots for my clothing.
18
Be not far away, O L
;
you are my strength; hasten to help me.
19
Save me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
20
Save me from the lion’s mouth,
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls.
21
I will declare your name to my brethren;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.
22
Praise the L
, you that fear him;
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
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For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide
his face from them;
but when they cry to him he hears them.
24
My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the L
shall praise him:
“May your heart live forever!”
26
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the L
,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27
For kingship belongs to the L
;
he rules over the nations.
28
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the L
’s forever.
30
They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done.
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L
31

My Song Is Love Unknown - (Verses 1-4) (Green Hymnal #94)
Hymn Tune: Rhosymedre

13:31-35

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I
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desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord.’”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

H

R

My Song Is Love Unknown - (Verses 5-7) (Green Hymnal #94)
Hymn Tune: Rhosymedre

22:1-5

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and his servants[c] will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun,
for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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H

There In God’s Garden

Hymn Tune: Shades Mountain

(Blue Hymnal #688)
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P
Lord God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

L

’ P

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

B
As we walk through Lent and journey to the cross,
find comfort being seen,
grateful for your family and community,
washed in grace and freedom,
bathed in forgiveness and called through your faith in the + Triune God
Amen.
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H

Beneath The Cross Of Jesus
Hymn Tune: St. Christopher

(Green Hymnal #107)
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When I Survey The Wondrous Cross

D
Go in peace as we journey to the cross.
Thanks Be To God.

Malcolm Archer
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Minister: Pastor Bruce Booher
: Joyce Thompson
G
: Don & Neita Frank
V
: Ralph Wessinger
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